WELLTON-MOHAWK
IRRIGATION AND DRAINAGE DISTRICT

30570 WELLTON-MOHAWK DRIVE, WELLTON, ARIZONA 85356
TEL: (928) 785-3351
FAX: (928) 785-3389

November 8, 2017
Arizona Department of Water Resources
ATTN : Sharon Scantlebury, Docket Supervisor
P.O. Box 36020
Phoenix, AZ 85067-6020
Sent via email to:

sscantlebury@azwater.gov

Subject: Proposed Town of Quartzsite Lease of Colorado River Entitlement to the Central
Arizona Groundwater Replenishment District (CAGRD)
Wellton-Mohawk Irrigation and Drainage District is an Arizona municipal corporation established
by a resolution and order dated July 23, 1951, as adopted by the Board of Supervisors of Yuma
County, Arizona in conformity with the provisions of Article 2, Chapter 75, of the Arizona Code
of 1939, now codified as Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) Chapter 19, Title 48, Sections 29012923. The resolution and order are filed in Docket 40, Pages 513-521, records of the County
Recorder, Yuma County, Arizona .
Wellton-Mohawk holds an Arizona Third Priority consumptive use entitlement to 278,000 acrefeet of Colorado River water for irrigation and domestic use within the boundaries of the District
(Secretarial Contract 1-07-30-W0021). As a Colorado River entitlement holder, Wellton-Mohawk
wishes to offer the following comments regarding the subject lease of Colorado River
entitlement.
Wellton-Mohawk is generally concerned about the number of proposed transfers of Colorado
River water from rural communities to the Central Arizona Water Conservation District
(CAWCD) service area. Wellton-Mohawk is aware of the following current proposals:

1. The lease and transfer of 1,070 acre-feet of 4th Priority Colorado River entitlement from
the Town of Quartzsite to CAGRD,

2. The severance and transfer of entitlement from the Mohave County Irrigation and
Drainage District to CAGRD,

3. The lease or severance of entitlement and transfer from the Cibola Irrigation District to
CAGRD,

4. The lease or severance of entitlement and transfer from the Colorado River Indian Tribe
to the Salt River Project.

While each of these proposals is somewhat unique, each with its own set of terms and
conditions, which may yet to be fully determined, each ultimately represents a potential change
of use and change in the point of diversion - a transfer from on-river user and use to an off-river
user and use. Each comes with a unique set of challenges for the transferring community which
may include: potential unknown/unforeseen economic impacts, limitations on future growth,
environmental impacts from fallowing and loss of agricultural habitat among others. Each
ignores the purpose and intent of on-river designations: to ensure the present and future growth
and development of river communities.
Most important to Wellton-Mohawk is the perception that these proposals create within the State
of Arizona and the entire Colorado River Basin : that rural economies are unimportant, that
agricultural water entitlements are no more than a temporary use until needed for urban growth,
and that entitlements held by entities such as Wellton-Mohawk may be obtained for urban use
at any time. Nothing could be further from the truth .
The Central Arizona Water Conservation District (CAWCD) holds a Priority 4 entitlement to the
rema inder of Arizona's 2.8 million acre-feet of Colorado River water, an estimated diversion of
1.5 to 1.6 Million acre-feet per year, plus any water not used in a given year by higher priority
users. Yet CAWCD, through CAGRD, finds it necessary to seek the water of other entitlement
holders . Perhaps CAWCD and CAGRD and their customers should first get their own houses in
order. While rural communities are asked to transfer their entitlements to feed urban growth,
and while an already efficient Arizona agricultural industry is told that it must do more to
conserve water, we see no such water conservation ethic among CAWCD or CAGRD's nonagricultural water users.
As a practical matter, each of these proposals represents a change in point of diversion and/or a
change of use and therefore require approval of the Secretary of the Interior. This federal nexus
requires a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review. Wellton-Mohawk reserves the right
to submit additional comments during the NEPA process.
Wellton-Mohawk also reserves the right to comment further on the Town of Quartzsite lease of
entitlement, and any other proposal to transfer Colorado River water as such proposals are
developed further.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
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General Manager

